Black Life in Pittsburgh

Introduction Video 
Black Life in Pittsburgh: Vocabulary 
20th century: the period of time that began January 1, 1901 and ended December 31, 1999  
access: permission, liberty, or ability to enter, approach, or pass to and from a place or to approach or communicate with a person or thing 
change agent: a person or group of people who work to make society different or to shift the way that it operates   
equality: the quality or state of being equal, in this content often in reference to racial equality 
identity: the distinguishing character or personality of an individual  
intersectionality: the complex, cumulative way in which the effects of multiple forms of discrimination such as racism, sexism, and classism combine, overlap, or intersect, especially in the experiences of marginalized individuals or groups 
lived experience: experience and knowledge gained through living  
nickname: a name, often descriptive, given instead of or in addition to the one belonging to a person, place, or thing  
opportunity: a good chance for advancement or progress 
The Pittsburgh Courier: an important African American weekly newspaper based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania published from 1907 until 1966. The Courier was one of the leading Black newspapers in the United States. 
resilience: an ability to recover from or adjust easily to misfortune or change 
social networks (societal networks): groups of individuals such as friends, acquaintances, or coworkers connected by interpersonal relationships 
Art and Photography: Vocabulary 
composition:  the arrangement of the materials or formal elements that make up a work of art  
documentarian: a filmmaker who creates a documentary  
film: a thin sheet of cellulose acetate or nitrocellulose coated with a radiation-sensitive emulsion for taking photographs 
gallery: a room or building devoted to the exhibition of works of art 
negative: a film or print with the light and dark areas appearing in inverse relation to those of the original photographic subject  
photograph: a picture or likeness obtained by photography  
photographer: one who makes a business of taking photographs 
Speed Graphic camera: a camera for press photographers using 4” x 5” film sheets. It was produced from 1907 until 1973 by Graflex (a former division of the Eastman Kodak Company). Charles “Teenie” Harris used a Speed Graphic camera.
subject matter: content presented for consideration in discussion, thought, or study 
K–2  
ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY 
business: a commercial activity that one performs in order to make a livelihood 
occupation: an activity in which one engages as professional employment 
income: a gain or recurrent benefit, usually measured in money 
INTERSECTIONALITY 
common: belonging to or shared by two or more individuals or things, or by all members of a group 
identity: the distinguishing character or personality of an individual 
intersectionality: the complex, cumulative way in which the effects of multiple forms of discrimination such as racism, sexism, and classism combine, overlap, or intersect, especially in the experiences of marginalized individuals or groups 
unique: being the only one 
SOCIETAL NETWORKS 
common: belonging to or shared by two or more individuals or things, or by all members of a group 
societal networks: groups of individuals such as friends, acquaintances, or coworkers connected by interpersonal relationships  
society: a community, nation, or broad grouping of people having common traditions, institutions, and collective activities and interests  
CHANGE AGENTS 
community:  a unified body of individuals; people with common interests living in a particular area 
enslaved person: a person who is forced to be a slave  
oral history: information about the past obtained from in-depth interviews concerning personal experiences, recollections, and reflections, often recorded 
 


3–5 
ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY 
community: a unified body of individuals; people with common interests living in a particular area 
education: the process of educating or of being educated, which allows greater access to opportunity in life 
Homewood: a neighborhood in east Pittsburgh  
opportunity: a good chance for advancement or progress  
value: to consider or rate highly  
SOCIETAL NETWORKS  
club: an association of persons for some common object, usually jointly supported and meeting periodically  
common: belonging to or shared by two or more individuals or things, or by all members of a group 
societal networks: groups of individuals such as friends, acquaintances, or coworkers connected by interpersonal relationships  
INTERSECTIONALITY 
Afro: a hairstyle of tight curls in a full, evenly rounded shape 
choice: the act of choosing 
hairstyle: a way of wearing one’s hair 
identity: the distinguishing character or personality of an individual  
CHANGE AGENTS 
challenge: to dispute, especially as being unjust, invalid, or outmoded  
community: a unified body of individuals; people with common interests living in a particular area 
composition: the arrangement of the materials or formal elements that make up a work of art 
hero: a person admired for achievements or noble qualities 
impact: a significant or major effect 
local: of, relating to, or characteristic of a particular place: not general or widespread 
Tuskegee Airmen: the first group of African American aviators and military support soldiers in the segregated US armed forces. The name Tuskegee comes from Tuskegee, Alabama, where the men and women were stationed.  
 


6–8 
ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY 
body language: the gestures, movements, and mannerisms by which one communicates with others  
business: a commercial activity that one performs in order to make a livelihood 
Hill District: a group of historically African American neighborhoods in Pittsburgh, bordered by downtown and the Strip District, Polish Hill and Oakland neighborhoods 
portrait: a pictorial representation of a person, usually showing the face 
valet: an employee who performs personal services for customers 
SOCIETAL NETWORKS  
difference: an instance of being unlike or distinct in nature, form, or quality 
segregation: the separation or isolation of a race, class, or ethnic group by enforced or voluntary residence in a restricted area, by barriers to social intercourse, by separate educational facilities, or by other discriminatory means  
similarity: the quality or state of being the same in some way  
INTERSECTIONALITY 
gender identity: a person's internal sense of being male, female, some combination of male and female, or neither male nor female 
identity: the distinguishing character or personality of an individual  
lived experience: experience and knowledge gained through living  
occupation: an activity in which one engages as professional employment 
race: one of the groups that humans are often divided into based on physical traits regarded as common among people of shared ancestry 
social identity: a description of an individual’s identity in terms of the groups to which they belong. Social identity groups are usually defined by some physical, social, and mental characteristics of individuals. Social identities may include race and ethnicity, gender, social class and socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, (dis)abilities, and religious beliefs. 
subject matter: content presented for consideration in discussion, thought, or study 
CHANGE AGENTS 
The Pittsburgh Courier: an important African American weekly newspaper based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania published from 1907 until 1966. The Courier was one of the leading Black newspapers in the United States. 
change: to make different in some particular 
preeminent: having paramount rank, dignity, or importance 
 
9–12 
ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY 
living condition: the state of one’s housing, often in reference to its quality   
matriarch: a woman who rules or dominates a family, group, or state 
private housing: housing belonging to or concerning an individual person, company, or interest 
public housing: low-rent housing owned, sponsored, or administered by a government 
segregation: the separation or isolation of a race, class, or ethnic group by enforced or voluntary residence in a restricted area, by barriers to social intercourse, by separate educational facilities, or by other discriminatory means 
Strip District: a neighborhood in Pittsburgh bordered to the north by the Allegheny River and to the south by portions of the Hill District, once home to many mills and factories 
SOCIETAL NETWORKS  
fraternity: a men's student organization formed chiefly for social purposes, often having secret rites and a name consisting of Greek letters 
network: an often informally interconnected group or association of persons, such as friends or professional colleagues 
society: a community, nation, or broad grouping of people having common traditions, institutions, and collective activities and interests  
sorority: a women's student organization formed chiefly for social purposes, often having secret rites and a name consisting of Greek letters 
INTERSECTIONALITY 
blackface: dark makeup worn in a caricature of the appearance of a Black person, as by a performer in a minstrel show 
identity: the distinguishing character or personality of an individual  
minstrel: a member of performance troupe caricaturing Black performers. The acts of minstrels, who typically performed in blackface, featured exaggerated and inaccurate representations of Black people in songs, dances, and comic dialogue. The popularity of minstrel shows in their heyday played a significant role in promoting negative racial stereotypes.  
stereotype: a standardized mental picture that represents an oversimplified opinion, prejudiced attitude, or uncritical judgment 
CHANGE AGENTS 
13th Amendment: an amendment to the United States Constitution abolishing slavery, ratified in 1865  
activist: a person who uses or supports strong actions (such as public protests) in support of or opposition to one side of a controversial issue 
civil rights: the nonpolitical rights of a citizen, especially the rights of personal liberty guaranteed to US citizens by the 13th and 14th amendments to the Constitution 
labor movement: an organized effort on the part of workers to improve their economic and social status by united action through labor unions  
labor union: an organization of workers formed for the purpose of advancing their interests, especially concerning wages, benefits, and working conditions  
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP): an African American civil rights organization formed in 1909. Its mission is "to ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial discrimination." 
protest: a complaint, objection, or display of unwillingness to an idea or a course of action 
segregation: the separation or isolation of a race, class, or ethnic group by enforced or voluntary residence in a restricted area, by barriers to social intercourse, by separate educational facilities, or by other discriminatory means  
change: to make different in some particular  
systemic: fundamental to a predominant social, economic, or political practice  
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