Black Life in Pittsburgh

9–12 Resource List
Resources about Charles “Teenie” Harris  
Webpages 
Search nearly 60,000 of Harris’s digitized photographic negatives from the Charles “Teenie” Harris Archive at the Carnegie Museum of Art.  
https://cmoa.org/art/teenie-harris-archive/
   
Discover decades of reporting by searching past editions of The Pittsburgh Courier, where Teenie spent his journalistic career. Past editions are available through ProQuest at your local library.  
In 1966, The Pittsburgh Courier was purchased. Along with this change in leadership, the paper received a new name, the New Pittsburgh Courier. Explore the website for the New Pittsburgh Courier. 
https://newpittsburghcourier.com/ 
 
Watch a video about the 2018 exhibition Teenie Harris Photographs: Around the Clock at Carnegie Museum of Art. Hear Charles “Teenie” Harris's son, Charles A. Harris, speak about his father, and check out some of the photographs referenced in the video. 
https://cmoa.org/exhibition/teenie-harris-photographs-around-the-clock/ 
 
Listen to an NPR story about the legacy of Charles “Teenie” Harris discussing the 2012 exhibition Teenie Harris, Photographer at Carnegie Museum of Art.  
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/2011/12/23/144093524/the-big-legacy-of-charles-teenie-harris-photographer 
 
Read an article from WESA about the opening of the exhibition In Sharp Focus at Carnegie Museum of Art in February 2020.  
https://www.wesa.fm/post/one-shot-and-then-some-carnegie-museum-adds-permanent-gallery-photos-teenie-harris#stream/0 


More Reading  
Smoketown, by Mark Whitaker, highlights the Black Renaissance in Pittsburgh from the 1920s through the 1950s. The people and places captured in Whitaker’s writing overlap with the subjects Teenie captured through his photography.  

Whitaker, Mark. Smoketown: The Untold Story of the Other Great Black Renaissance. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2018. 
 
Pittsburgh playwright August Wilson wrote a series of ten plays called the “Pittsburgh Cycle” or “Century Cycle,” which explores the African American experience in Pittsburgh. These ten plays include:  
Jitney (set in 1977; premiered in 1982) 
Ma Rainey's Black Bottom (set in 1927; premiered in 1984)  
Joe Turner's Come and Gone (set in 1911; premiered in 1984) 
Fences (set in 1957; premiered in 1987) 
The Piano Lesson (set in 1936; premiered in 1990) 
Two Trains Running (set in 1969; premiered in 1991) 
Seven Guitars (set in 1948; premiered in 1995) 
King Hedley II (set in 1985; premiered in 1999) 
Gem of the Ocean (set in 1904; premiered in 2003) 
Radio Golf (set in 1990; premiered in 2005) 
 
African Americans in Pittsburgh by John M. Brewer Jr. tells the story of the African American  community in the greater Pittsburgh region.  

Brewer Jr., John M. African Americans in Pittsburgh. Mount Pleasant, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2006. 
 
Learn about the life and legacy of Charles “Teenie” Harris through the publication Teenie Harris, Photographer: Image, Memory, History by Cheryl Finley, Laurence Glasco, and Joseph William Trotter Jr. This publication was created in conjunction with the exhibition Teenie Harris, Photographer at Carnegie Museum of Art.  

Finley, Cheryl, Laurence Glasco, and Joseph William Trotter Jr. Teenie Harris, Photographer: Image, Memory, History. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2011. 
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