Black Life in Pittsburgh

9-12 Research Guide
Instructions
By now you have viewed some or all of the videos for “Black Life in Pittsburgh,” which focus on the four main themes of intersectionality, Pittsburgh black change agents, societal networks and access and opportunity.

In this activity, you will gain a better understanding of the complexities of one of the concepts discussed in the videos. Choose one of the stories from the videos. You will uncover a significant part of history by studying what was going on in the world during this time and how it impacted this story. The prompts below will guide you in your research. 

Choose a photograph to inspire your research. Teenie’s photographs highlight moments in time that focus on parts of a larger history. You may select: 
• Intersectionality and Minstrel Shows 
• Societal Networks and Black Fraternities 
• Access and Opportunity and Fair Housing  
• Pittsburgh Black Change Agents and Segregation in the Workplace 
Which photograph did you select? 
Why did you select this photograph? 

Start by taking another close look at the photograph.  

What do you see going on in this photograph? Make a list of words and phrases that describe what you see. Aim for 10 to 15 phrases or words that relate to the photograph. 


Now, use these words and phrases to begin your research. Allow the imagery to guide your exploration.  



Teenie captured Black life in Pittsburgh, but the historical events he memorialized were not unique to Pittsburgh. What was going on in the United States during the time this photograph was taken? 

How does the content of the photograph relate to events in the United States during this time? 

What challenges did people face during this time? How did these challenges impact their lives?    

How might Teenie have used these historical truths to inform his work? 

How are the challenges people face similar or different today?  

Share any additional information you found that is relevant to the photograph.

Consider your own life when answering the questions below. 
  
Do you relate to anything you uncovered in your research? Why or why not?  

When has art—a movie, a play, a story, a song, a painting, a poem, or a photograph—motivated you to feel compassion for someone else?   Why do you think you felt connected to this work of art? 

What conclusions have you come to as a result of your research? Take a stance on an issue! 
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