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People in Ghettos
Pittsburgh is rapidly changing from an “open city” to a city of Negro ghettos, according to a survey made by Dr. Bryn J. Hovde for the Civic Unity Council. Poor housing, high juvenile court record and a heavy tuberculosis rate show the results of slums. This is the first in a series of articles prepared from an analysis of the report. 
By Frank E. Bolden
A very interesting study by Dr. Bryn J. Hovde, former Pitt professor and city housing expert, and sponsored by the Civic Unity Council at a cost of $1,875 to the city, reveals that more public and private housing is needed for Negroes in Pittsburgh. The report on population movements and housing trends was released to the public last week. 
While the total population has remained about the same for the last ten years—the Negro population has increased considerably. Though Pittsburgh has moved forward on many fronts to remove blighted areas, Dr. Hovde found that little has been done to remove the Negro ghetto.
The progressive concentration of the Negro population is rapidly changing Pittsburgh from an “open city” into a city of Negro ghettos, he reported. 
Only the Pittsburgh Housing Authority, which provides inter-racial housing, has done anything to counter this trend, he said. 
CITY OF “NEGRO GHETTOS”
“Principal ghettos coincide with badly-blighted areas,” Dr. Hovde concluded, setting up a “segregation that conflicts with the traditional American living pattern of equality and freedom of opportunity.”
“They also cost so much in money, morale, and general decay that a powerful national movement in which booming Pittsburgh has a part for the elimination of slums through urban redevelopment is under way.” 
But unless the city is “opened up” again, the almost solid Negro population of the “ghettos: will prevent redevelopment of slum areas.” Dr. Hovde warned. 
“The housing must be specifically planned, he said. “A small committee of determined people, preferably top-flight business executives, could easily break the log jam.” 
In dispersing the Negro population, Dr. Hovde recommended that Negroes be given the same freedom as whites to choose where they will live. 
Thos Negroes who prefer to live in Negroe communities should be free to do so, he said. But the new housing development should be small, not over twenty-five or thirty dwellings, and scattered. 
Dr. Hovde urged cutting the Negro population in the Third Ward (now 73%) almost in half during the next two of three years.
SOME BIAS EXISTS 
“Step by step.” He said, “all of the Third and Fifth Wards ought to be “de-ghettoed” by transplanting at least half of the Negro families. And every effort should be made to prevent further increases in such wards as the Twelfth and Thirteenth (now 25%).”
Other interesting facts revealed in the report and about which will be written in future articles are: 
Pittsburgh has never been as an anti-Negro town, but there has been discrimination in providing social services, institutions and training for nursing and medicine. 
The attitude of Pittsburgh whites toward contact with Negroes seems to be in a state of confusion, indicating a slow change in the direction of acceptance,” Dr. Hovde also reported. 
He said a study showed 81% of the people favored equal rights and privileges for all: 69% favored Negro membership in labor unions, 44% approved on an integrated housing program. 
It was the Standing Committee on Housing, which was activated by the Civic Unity Council, that decided that the problem of housing, etc. needed a more thorough analysis then could be made by such a volunteer group. The committee consisted of, Wilson Borland, executive director of the Pittsburgh Housing Association, served as chairman; P.L. Prattis, represented the Civic Unity Council; Clarence C. Klein, the Council’s Advisory Committee; Stanley Rowe of Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation; Emery Bacon of the United Steelworkers of America, and later, Dr. Herbert A. Simon of Carnegie Institute of Technology, joined the group. 
This committee recommended that the Council undertake the assembly and synthesis of such information bearing on population movements and housing trends as the community might afford with reasonable economy. 
Primary among those organizations which gave freely of their facilities, in order that this report might be prepared are the Civic Unite Council, Pittsburgh Housing Association, the Courier; Department of Public Health, City Planning Commission, Bureau of Building Inspection; Housing Authority of the city of Pittsburgh, Bureau of Police, Bureau of Social Research of the Health and Welfare Federation; Board of Public Education, Urban League of Pittsburgh; Juvenile Court, United States Bureau of Census and the Allegheny County Board of Assistance. 
The list also includes a number of volunteer citizens who voluntary cooperation proved a most heart-warming experience said Dr. Hovde. (Continued Next Week). 
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